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            And now the Storm-blast came, and he


            Was tyrannous and strong.


            He struck with his o'ertaking wings,


            And chased us south along.


            


            With sloping masts and dipping prow,


            As who pursued with yell and blow


            Still treads the shadow of his foe,


            And forward bends his head,


            The ship drove fast, loud roared the blast


            The southward aye we fled.


            


            And now there came both mist and snow,


            And it grew wondrous cold


            And ice, mast-high, came floating by,


            As green as emerald.


            


            And through the drifts the snowy clifts


            Did send a dismal sheen


            Nor shapes of men nor beasts we ken --


            The ice was all between.


            


            


          

        

        
          
            The ice was here, the ice was there,


            The ice was all around:


            It cracked and growled, and roared and howled,                                                  Like noises in a swound!


            


            The Rime Of The Ancient Mariner, Part The First, By Samuel Taylor Coleridge


               


            


            


            


            


            


            


            


            


            


            


            


            


            


            


            "Voyage au pole sud et dans l'oceanie. Atlas pittoresque" by the French ships Astrolabe and Zelee under the command of Dumont D'Urville
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            The rhythmic sliding as I lie in my bunk is the constant reminder of the powerful forces at work deep in the Ross Sea. First is the slide to starboard as I am pressed firmly against the headboard. Then the pressure releases for two seconds before I start the slide portside, only to be stopped by my feet as I stand on the cabin wall. Then we roll again and I'm lying back in my bunk again. I am a big man and the half-inch Russian mattress offers little comfort in the short respite before I hit the headboard again. I am beginning to imagine that the original owner of the mattress spent many years in some Siberian Gulag enjoying a better sleep than I have had since heading south from Campbell Island in New Zealand.


            


            A few days later and the flat bottom of the Professor Khromov (on loan from the Far East Hydrometeorological Institute of Vladivostok and Heritage Expeditions) has gotten us through the ice flows and deep into Antarctica. It has taken a while with a detour of a couple of hundred nautical miles further west than expected due to unusually large drift ice. We have the sea to ourselves and the nearest vessel is a few days away; an Argentinean fisherman we delivered emergency engine parts to a couple of days ago. So I am not sure how much help they could offer us if we needed it.


            


            The rough seas are over for a day, but we know how fast the mood of the Ross Sea changes. We have remained on NZ time, ignoring our zigzag across the international dateline and the midnight sun of an Antarctic summer. Day and night are a sideshow as the harsh weather returns. The rolling of the ship means the cabin porthole is often under water. Today the crew has sealed it. It is truly claustrophobic below decks. The ship's roll is making a trip anywhere outside the cabin something you want to think about and plan ahead. Yesterday I had ventured out on deck and braced myself against the railing while taking in the alien vista of the ice flows. It is a magnificent sight and I stand in awe at the shear scale and isolation of it. The ship progresses slowly through the ice flows and time seems somehow suspended with 24 hours of light and no contact with the outside world. It is just like the silent films and photos from Mawson, Scott, Amundsen and Shackleton's journeys of a hundred years ago. It feels like all the technologies of modern civilisation have been progressively washed away as we headed south through the roaring forties, furious fifties and into the 
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            shrieking sixties. Now at 76 deg. south it seems that we have been thrown back in time to the early 1900's. It is not true of course, but it feels real, and for the first time in years I feel truly cut-off from the world. It's a novel experience in the 21st century.


            


            Inside the ship we experience a curious mixture of boredom and excitement. We have made it and are just hours from our first landfall on the Antarctic continent. But will the weather permit landings? Will the ice be too thick to break? It is time to check out the sea again and I grab my cameras and wet-weather gear. I carefully negotiate the corridors and steep stairwells, timing my movements for the crests of the pitch and roll. The view from the bridge reveals a massive swell of white-crested waves of sea and ice. The word from the captain is that we are lucky as the sea is relatively calm. I am sceptical. The ship seems to hesitate as we pitch and roll from crest to valley. The bow disappears under the white explosion of a wave cresting 10 or more metres high and washing over the deck. The green of the sea and the white of the froth, ice and snow mix with the grey of the sky to make a heady mix for the eye.


            


            Travelling to the islands of the Ross Sea is still only to be experienced slowly and by sea. As a private citizen you cannot fly to the likes of Franklin or Ross Island, so the instant arrival of modern aircraft is not an option like most other destinations today. Going to Antarctica via the Ross Sea is a combination of time travel back to the 19th century and being in a rocket ship on its way to another planet. This feeling is reinforced when we actually set foot on Antarctica and realise what an alien place it is.


            


            I began the journey to Antarctica from the subtropical heat of a Sydney summer and via a quick traverse of the Tasman to an unseasonably warm Invercargill where our ice-strengthened ship waited for us. The Professor Khromov is a Russian Polar research vessel that had been privately chartered for our trip. The ringleader (genius or madman, depending on your point of view) is Billy who had spent over a year making this adventure 
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            possible. Billy organised 40 of us to join him and I was the last to sign up after a last minute cancellation. So with just a few days notice and completely unprepared, I was off on a journey of a lifetime.


            


            Tourism to Antarctica is rising and an estimated 29.000 tourists visited the continent in 2007. All but a few hundred make the relatively easy journey from South America to the Antarctic Peninsula, barely touching the Antarctic Circle. The Ross Sea however was an altogether more complex proposition. We follow the less travelled path to the New Zealand and Australian Islands and bases into the Ross Sea and the centre of the heroic age of exploration.


            


            This book is our record of a month long journey into an environment unlike any other on earth. Our journey was also a centenary celebration of Shackleton's British Antarctic Expedition of 1907-09. This was the first of the three expeditions he led to the Antarctic. The first reached a record southern latitude at 88 deg. 23′S, and came within a hundred and sixty kilometres of the Pole. This was by far the longest southern polar journey to that date and a record convergence on either Pole. During the expedition a group led by Australian geologist Edgeworth David reached the South Magnetic Pole. They also made the first ascent of Mount Erebus the active volcano on Ross Island. The team also included the future Australian Antarctic Expedition leader Douglas Mawson and carried out extensive geological, zoological and meteorological work. What remains of of these expeditions is remarkably well preserved. Literally frozen in time. The extreme cold and zero humidity preserving an astonishing amount of history.


            


            Simon Mitchell and I tried to capture with our cameras the stunning scenery and our experiences in it. We sometimes succeeded but the final production owes much to many other members of the expedition. Not only through their contribution of some of the photographs but, more importantly, their companionship on a journey of a lifetime.                                			Steve Bennett   November, 2009
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            "So on the deep and open sea I set forth, with a single ship and that small band of comrades that had never left me yet." 


            Dante, "Voyage of Ulysses"


            


            


            


            


            


            Dedicated to 


            Billy for having the good sense to know my brother Mike - who always takes me along for the ride,


            Margaret, Phillip, Anneleen, Ollie and Daan
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            We sail through an open air Musee de l'Orangerie and gaze at frozen Monet Water Lilies.
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            We sail around the huge drift ice that calves from the Ross Ice Shelf and drifts north each summer. There is the constant risk of refreeze. The second stage of refreeze is the pancake ice shown here.
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            "He or she who decides to take that plunge into the Antarctic winter [...] is a special sort of person. Not 'special' in the sense of unique, talented, or adventurous, but 'special' in the sense that there is probably something wrong with them that only an Antarctic winter can fix."      Nicholas Johnson
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            In the middle of the pack-ice, an eerie calm settles around us. Despite being in the middle of an ocean, the surface becomes as still as a winter's lake
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            Twilight through the brooding clouds casts an eerie glow as we plow on. The ice field stretches as far as the eye can see and takes on a spectral quality as it glides swiftly by the deck. I study the radar but I'm insure of its use here surrounded by ice in all directions.
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            "There is neither heaven nor earth, only snow, falling incessantly"


            Hashin
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            Between the drifting pack ice to the north and the Ross Ice Shelf far to the south, we enter a world of inexpressible beauty.
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            "For scientific leadership, give me Scott; for swift and efficient travel, Amundsen; but when you are in a hopeless situation, when there seems to be no way out, get on your knees and pray for Shackleton."


            'Antarctic adventure: Scott's Northern Party'


            by Sir Raymond Edward Priestley
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            "Ice is the beginning and ice is the end of Antarctica."


            Stephen J Pyne
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            "This trip augmented a tendency of mine to see Antarctica as another state of being. Nobody was a native of the place. Only in the past 60 or 70 years had a few human myths become associated with it. But even in its massiveness it had made no tribe unto itself. It had provoked no native tongue, no rites, no art, no jingoism"
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                                                                                                                                               Above: The ship's bow cutting through ice.


            Thomas Keneally (2003). Taking the biscuit.								                  The Antarctic continent awaits.
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            Ernest Henry Shackleton (1874 - 1922)


            Leader of the British Antarctic Expedition 1908-1909 whose hut at Cape Royds was built 100 years prior to our visit. It was from here that he launched his attempt on the South Pole, getting to within 160 km before being forced to return by lack of supplies.


          

        

        
          
            Robert Falcon Scott (1868 - 1912)


            Leader of the Discovery Expedition 1901-1904 and the Terra Nova Expedition 1910-1913 whose hut at Cape Evans was built in January 1911. It was from here that he left for his fatal attempt on the South Pole. Fearless yet fatally convinced of his own good judgement.
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            Golden Age Of Exploration 


            


            


            


            


            


            


            


            


            


            


            


                                                                                            Terra Nova


                                                                                         crew members
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            Shackleton's hut at Cape Royds. Sheltered from the winds that scour Ross Island, it is now home to a colony of Adelie penguins. They sit passively, seemingly waiting to welcome the few visitors that reach the hut each summer. Outside the hut is the remaining wheel of Antarctica's first motor car, an Arrol-Johnson.
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            The wood is bleached and blown smooth by the winds, metal rusted yet persevering,


            but all in an amazing state of preservation
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            "Superhuman effort isn't worth a damn unless it achieves results." 


            Ernest Shackleton
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            The interior of the hut is also in an amazing state. It has been briefly occupied in the years after Shackleton's time and preserved by a few hardy enthusiasts who have recreated the atmosphere of the 1908 - 09 expedition.
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            "Many times I have thanked God for a bite of raw dog"


            Robert Peary, polar explorer (1856 - 1920)
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            View of Cape Royds from the crest above Shackleton's Hut.


            


            


            Left:


            Perfect landing weather on Ross Island close to Scott's Terra Nova hut.


          

        

        
          
            


            "The continent has become a symbol of our time. The test of man's willingness to pull back from the destruction of the Antarctic wilderness is the test also of his willingness to avert destruction globally. If he cannot succeed in Antarctica he has little chance of success elsewhere."


            Edwin Mickleburgh
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            A weddel seal is asleep at its post in front of the entrance to Scott's Terra Nova hut. A watchful eye opens as I step over her and enter the hut.
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            Scott circa 1912 at his desk in the hut


          

        

        
          
            Shackleton raises funds by whatever means


          

        

        
          
            Boy's Own Hero


          

        

        
          
            Scott's 43rd birthday on 6 June 1911


          

        

        
          
            News of Scott's death reaches the world


          

        

        
          
            Lawrence Oates with his Siberian ponies


            


            


            


            


            Right: Scott's hut at Cape Evans lies on the shore of McMurdo Sound 
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            Scott's hut lies on the shore of McMurdo Sound. Reroofed but otherwise exactly as originally constructed. Still buried on the beach is the anchor of the Terra Nova
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            Scott's hut is as well preserved as Shackleton's. Sporting a new roof but feeling


          

        

        
          
            


            more 'staged' for visitors.
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            The smell of century-old putrefied seal blubber is something that lingers long after you return to the relative comfort of the ship
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            Amundsen's approach to exploration was very different to that of the English. Very much more practical and less romantic. It was based on meticulous planning and dispassionate analysis. To Amundsen went the ultimate prize, but he left no enduring physical statement, no huts or monuments. It is the failures we visit and celebrate.


          

        

        
          
            Roald Engelbregt Gravning Amundsen (1872 - 1928)


            Norwegian explorer of polar regions. He led the first Antarctic expedition to reach the South Pole between 1910 and 1912. He was also the first person to traverse the Northwest Passage. He disappeared in June 1928 while taking part in a rescue mission. 
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            Minke whales glide past us as we near McMurdo Station
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            Across from McMurdo Sound and to the East is Victoria Land and exotically named places like the Asgard Range, Nunatak and the Apocalypse Peaks. Between these lie the Dry Valleys and a string of magnificent glaciers. A bridge too far this trip but next time ...?
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            Previous Pages: The ice shelf appears stable but within the hour a large chunk fragments and drifts north.


            


            Above: Emperor Penguins are attracted to the clumsy creatures that emerge from the ship.
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            "We dwelt on the fringe of an unspanned continent, where the chill breath of a vast, polar wilderness, quickening to the rushing might of eternal blizzard, surged to the northern seas. We had discovered an accursed country." Douglas Mawson
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            Russian Polar research vessel The Professor Khromov 
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                                             Mount Erebus pours white smoke into the atmosphere
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            "Below the 40th latitude there is no law;


            below the 50th no god;


            below the 60th no common sense


            and below the 70th no intelligence whatsoever." 


            Antarctica by Kim Stanley Robinson
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            "Better a live donkey than a dead lion"


            Ernest Shackleton
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            "Freezing to death must be a queer business. 


             Sometimes you feel simply great."


             Admiral Richard E Byrd
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            "Cold weather makes people stupid and that's a fact."


            Brad Pitt in the movie Kalifornia
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            Mike 'Falcon' Bennett


            "I am just going outside and may be some time"


          

        

        
          
            "True solitude is a din of birdsong, seething leaves, whirling colours, or a clamour of tracks in the snow." 


            Edward Hoagland, Nature and Travel Writer
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            Here comes lunch
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            "A bit chewy but I couldn't eat another one of those big black penguins"
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            "We are heartily sick of being compelled to kill every bird


            that comes ashore for food.


            Frank Hurley
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            "Take it all in all, I do not believe anybody on earth has a worse time than an 


             Emperor penguin."


            Apsley George Benet Cherry-Garrard (1886 - 1959) 


            English explorer and a survivor of the Terra Nova Expedition.


            Author of 'The Worst Journey in the World'.
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            "Great God! this is an awful place"


            Robert Falcon Scott


          

        

        
          
            


            


            


            


            


            


            


            


            


            


            


            


            


            


            


            


            


            


            


            


            


            


            "Great Scott, what a wondrous place"


            Steve Bennett
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            Proof Kiwi's are crazy!
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            "No person who has not spent a period of his life in those 'stark and sullen solitudes that sentinel the Pole will understand fully what trees and flowers, sun-flecked turf and running streams mean to the soul of a man."     Ernest Shackleton
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            In the distance we see the communications domes of McMurdo Station but the weather is about to turn again and this is as far as we will come this time. The hovercraft won't be risked as the ice is uncertain and visibility poor. Our journey turns at 77 deg. 47' 15" South & 166 deg. 20' 08" East.
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            The magnificent sight of Mount Erebus. 3794 m and the most southerly active volcano in the world. Mount Erebus is one of only a handful of volcanoes with a permanently convecting lava lake. Molten magma bubbles away at 1000C and erupts daily.
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            We turn north to round Ross Island and then westward to meet the famed cliffs of the Ross Ice Shelf
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            The Erebus Glacier Tongue
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            The Great Ice Barrier of the Ross Sea. At 487 000 square km, and about 800 km across, it's the size of France and up to 1 km thick.


            At the edge it towers 80 metres over the sea. A wall of ice that stretches for 600 km.
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            The Ross Ice Shelf is the main outlet for several major glaciers draining the West Antarctic Ice Sheet. Through the process of iceberg calving, it is the source of the drift ice we encountered far to the north.
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            "As a whole the subjects became less trusting and more suspicious of 


            others immediately after their year in Antarctica."


            A.J.W. Taylor, Professor of Clinical Psychology, 


            'The Selection of People for Work in Polar Regions'


          

        

        
          
            "I often wonder, is the return rate higher here or in American prisons?"


            'Big Dead Place: Inside the Strange and Menacing World of Antarctica' by Nicholas Johnson
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            2008 Journey of the        


            Professor Khromov      
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            In the summer of 2008 an expedition of 40 people journeyed through the Ross Sea and into Antarctica to celebrate the centenary of the golden age of Antarctic exploration. The huts of Shackleton and Scott left their marks but what was more unexpected was the profound impact on us of the water and light. This is a photographic exploration of our journey and a celebration of the unique waters of the Antarctic seas.


            


            Steve Bennett
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